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Bev Nuske is proof that it’s never 
too late to learn.

About 18 months ago at the age of 58 
the Kanmantoo woman decided it was 
time to learn to swim.

As a customer service officer at Mt 
Barker State Swim she was required 
to take part in aquatic emergency 
rescues.

While the pool was shallow enough 
for her to stand, Mrs Nuske thought it 
would be a beneficial skill to acquire.

“I couldn’t float and I would go to the 
bottom of the pool, so management 
here asked me if I would like to take 
lessons,” she said.

“... I knew how to save people, but it 
was just my buoyancy and putting my 
face in the water.”

For her teacher Mrs Nuske looked no 
further than 73-year-old Barb Pearce.

The Mt Barker swimming instructor 
has been teaching people to swim 
for about 40 years and still swims 
competitively, recently returning from 
the National Masters Swimming 
Championships in Perth with three 
silver and two bronze medals.

She also competes in open water 
swims.

Progression
Mrs Pearce gradually taught her 

colleague to swim over a period of 
between nine and 12 months.

“It was a slow progression,” Mrs 
Pearce said.

“... We got in the pool and started 
kicking, face in the water, a little bit of 
breast stroke, back stroke.”

Mrs Nuske said she never learnt to 
swim as a child due to her mother’s 

fear of water. Yet water is no longer a 
fear for Mrs Nuske who is now able to 
swim up to 50m and can enjoy taking a 
dip in her son’s pool in Cairns.

“Now if I end up in the deep water 
where I can’t stand up I don’t panic,” 
she said.

“I know that Barb has taught me how 
to get myself back into the shallow 
end.”

Mrs Pearce, who began her swimming 
instructing career in South Africa, said 
she was “very proud” of Mrs Nuske’s 
achievements.

“It takes a lot of courage for older 
people to get in the water and be 
prepared to learn, especially when 
little ones go so fast,” she said.

She said she loved swimming and 
believed it was “life saving”.

“I’ve always loved swimming, it’s 
always been part of my life.”

Never too late to get in the swim

Bev Nuske of 
Kanmantoo, below, 
was recently taught 

to swim by Barb 
Pearce of Mt Barker.

The efforts of 36 volunteers 
were recognised by Hills and 
Fleurieu police at a National 
Volunteer Week morning tea 
yesterday (Tuesday).

Superintendent John Bruhn 
presented certificates of 
appreciation to Blue Light helpers 
and members of the district’s 20 
active Neighborhood Watch groups 
and the new Police Volunteers 
Program.

A certificate was also presented 
to Mt Barker resident Helen 
Reisenwebber who is affectionately 
known as “the cake lady” because 
she has been baking fruit cakes 
for the local station for special 
occasions for many years.

Dedicated Victor Harbor 
volunteer Margaret Kneebone was 

also honored. National Volunteer 
Week kicked off on Monday with 
the theme  “Inspiring the Volunteer 
in You”.

Supt Bruhn said SAPOL had a 
long and proud history of supporting 
volunteers who performed a broad 
range of tasks helping police 
in community engagement and 
providing support in the areas of 
crime prevention and community 
safety.

“To our legion of volunteers, 
SAPOL would like to acknowledge 
and commend you on your efforts 
within our Local Service Areas 
across the State,” he said.

Senior Sergeant Robyn Crameri, 
the volunteer State co-ordinator 
with the State Crime Prevention 
Branch, was a special guest at the 
morning tea.

Police applaud efforts 
of 36 Hills volunteers

Blue Light volunteer Steve Williams, of Lobethal, left, with Superintendent 
John Bruhn, Mt Barker Neighborhood Watch member Val Geier, Crime 

Prevention Juvenile Justice Officer Senior Constable Catherine Windle, and 
Mt Barker police station volunteer Chris Collins.




